                Who was SAM MAGUIRE?
By Liam Higgins

Every man, woman and child in Ireland has heard of the Sam Maguire Cup and indeed most Kerry people have laid a hand on it at one time or another. But who was Sam Maguire and why was the leading trophy in Gaelic football named after him?

Before I was asked to write this article, I had a vague idea that he was just a personality in recent Irish history. When I began to ask people about him, I discovered a profound absence of knowledge. So, I had to explore many sources before succeeding in painting the following image of the man.

Sam Maguire was a Protestant and a West Cork man. He was born in Maulabraca, near Dunmanway, in 1879. He was a brilliant student and had a very successful academic career. He joined the Civil Service and was transferred to London just before the end of the 19th century. He immediately joined the Irish Republican Brotherhood and worked tirelessly for the Irish cause.

He used his influential position in the British Civil Service to obtain invaluable information which he passed on to the movement in Ireland. His position was one of great danger and if discovered he would almost certainly have been executed as a traitor to the Crown. He became the chief intelligence officer of the I.R.B. in Britain and his service to the organisation was colossal. It was Sam Maguire who swore Michael Collins into the I.R.B. and the ‘Big Fella’ always had the greatest respect for his fellow countryman.

Sam Maguire was also a footballer of renown and played for London in three All-Ireland finals, 1900, 1901 and 1903. He captained the 1901 and 1903 teams. The system at the time was that the home All-Ireland winners played London in the real final. However, London never won an All-Ireland title.
During Maguire’s years they were beaten by Dublin, Tipperary and in 1903 by Kerry, who won their first final. Sam was described as a player of immense skill, a shrewd defender and very mobile.

He continued to serve in London where he was a vital cog in the I.R.B. network leading up to the 1916 rising. He finally returned to Ireland in 1922, and, in declining health, he retired to his native parish. He died there at the comparatively early age of 48. Sam had dedicated his crowded life to Irish freedom. But, like many others who did likewise, he was heartbroken because of the Civil War. He is buried in St. Mary’s churchyard in Dunmanway.

The famous trophy which bears his name was first presented to the All-Ireland winners of 1928, the year after Sam’s death. Bill Gannon, of the Kildare team was the first captain to lift the Sam Maguire Cup. But the cup is now the worst for wear and 1986 is the last year it will be presented. The retired Sam Maguire Cup will then be exhibited in the National Museum. The name of Sam Maguire, Gael and Patriot will thus be remembered for generations to come.
(This article, by the late Liam Higgins, first appeared in the Dingle Echo, a Community News Magazine, published by Ógra an Daingin in 1985.)
